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Children's Museum President and Executive Director, Kelly Krumenacker, stands next to one of the murals in the Town Square exhibit that is slated to open in New Hope next year. Art Gentile/Staff photo
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Children's Museum president and executive director, Kally Krumenacker, stands next to one of the murals in the Town Square exhibit that is slated to open in New Hope next year. Art Gentile/Staff photo
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A dream takes shape in New Hope 

By: FREDA R. SAVANA

The Intelligencer

Tonight's fundraiser will benefit the Bucks County Children's Museum as it continues to work toward its goals. 
Sprawling charcoal sketches of what's to come decorate the walls of the future Bucks County Children's Museum. Colorful banners pinpoint the interactive exhibits. 

As Kelly Krumenacker, president and founder of the museum, walks about the 5,000-square-foot space in the former New Hope branch of the James A. Michener Art Museum at Union Square, it's clear a dream is taking shape. 

"There's where the town square will be; there's the railroad dining car that children will be able to board and eat what they buy at the general store," she explains. "We hope to get a town clock too." 

As fundraising for the $1 million project continues, a special ladies night tonight will benefit the museum. 

From 7 to 9 p.m., the "Mega Holiday Trunk Show" will feature vendors, wine, food, raffle prizes, music and giveaways at the museum's future home in the Bridge Street shopping complex. Organized by Network Now and sponsored by 95.7 BEN FM, all ticket proceeds will benefit the museum. 

While the opening still is a year or so away, planning of the interactive exhibits is under way, said David Weitzel, chairman of the museum's board and its education committee. Weitzel is assistant superintendent for elementary education in the Central Bucks School District. 

"It's exciting. We're working to make sure the museum is fun but also ensure the exhibits meet Pennsylvania education standards for pre-kindergarten through second grade," he said. 

Curriculum coordinators in science, math, English and art are working to design the Bucks County-themed displays, said Weitzel. 

Geared to kids up to age 8, the museum will include a tree house for reading, a factory works exhibit to engage children in the county's industrial age, an artifact dig to unearth Bucks history, a landforms exhibit with a rock climbing wall and a waterways exhibit celebrating the Delaware River's role in the county and more. 

At the river display, Krumenacker said, children will be able to fill barges and simulate what was shipped to Bristol and other county points along the Delaware. 

Party rooms will be available as well as a small stage for performances. Kremenacker stressed the Bucks museum will be a resource to kids of all developmental levels. 

The New Hope location means closer access to schools and programs in New Jersey and, as part of the national Association of Children's Museums, the nonprofit Bucks' facility will have agreements with museums across the country. That means a membership with one allows families to visit other children's museums. 

Krumenacker said the museum expects 25,000 visitors a year. 
